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SUBJECT:PRESIDENTIAL VISIT: ADDITIONAL Q AND A FOR BERLIN 
TOWN MEETING 

REF: (A) BERLIN 4352 NOTAL (B) BERLIN 4557 NOTAL 

IN VIEW OF NATURE OF PRIMARY CHARGE AGAINST NICO HUEBNER 
(DRAFT EVASION), POSSIBILITY EXISTS THAT THE PRESIDENT MIGHT 
RECEIVE A FOLLOW-UP QUESTION ON THE RECENT GDR DECISION TO 
INTRODUCE PRE-MILITARY TRAINING INTO NINTH AND TENTH GRADE 
CLASSES (REF A). EMBASSY BERLIN HAS SUGGESTED (REF B) 

FOLLOWING CONTINGENCY Q AND A ON SUBJECT: 

BEGIN TEXT 

Q: DO YOU AGREE WITH EAST GERMAN CHURCH LEADERS WHO HAVE 
CONDEMNED THE RECENT GDR DECISION TO INTRODUCE PRE-MILITARY 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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TRAINING INTO NINTH AND TENTH GRADE CLASSES THIS FALL? 

A: I AM AWARE OF PRESS REPORTS THAT THE GDR INTENDS TO 
INTRODUCE SUCH OBLIGATORY TRAINING AND I AM ALSO AWARE THAT 
CHURCH LEADERS IN THE GDR HAVE EXPRESSED THEMSELVES ABOUT 
THIS MATTER. I BELIEVE SUCH TRAINING IS NOT CONDUCIVE TO 
IMPROVEMENT OF THE ATMOSPHERE IN CENTRAL EUROPE AND IS IN 
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CONSISTENT WITH THE PEACEFUL SPIRIT OF HELSINKI. 

FYI: PRE-MILITARY TRAINING WAS FORMERLY CONDUCTED ON A 
VOLUNTARY BASIS THROUGH YOUTH AND SPORTS GROUPS. THE NEW 
DECISION WILL FORCE FAMILIES OPPOSED TO SUCH TRAINING TO 
DECLARE THEMSELVES, THUS EFFECTIVELY BARRING THE YOUNGS- 
TERS INVOLVED FROM HIGHER EDUCATION. IN A PRIVATE MEET- 
ING JUNE 20 LUTHERAN BISHOP SCHOENHERR ATTEMPTED 
UNSUCCESSFULLY TO GET PREMIER STOPH TO RECONSIDER THE 
POLICY. THIS WAS FOLLOWED JUNE 25 BY A PASTORAL LETTER 
LABELING THE POLICY A "DEMONSTRATIVE ACT THAT WILL UNDER- 
CUT THE CREDIBILITY OF THE PEACE POLICY OF THE GDR" AND 
PROMISING CHURCH SUPPORT TO THOSE WHO, FOLLOWING THEIR 
CONSCIENCE, REFUSE SUCH TRAINING. THE REGIME, WHICH HAS 
BEEN ACTIVELY WOOING THE CHURCH IN RECENT MONTHS, HAS 
NOT YET REACTED TO THE LETTER. AT STAKE IS THE FRAGILE 
CHURCH-STATE ACCOMMODATION AT HAS BEEN GROWING SINCE 
THE MARCH 3 MEETING BETWEEN THE GDR'S PROTESTANT LEADER- 
SHIP AND PARTY BOSS HONECKER. (CONFIDENTIAL) 

2. DEPARTMENT CONCURS. CHRISTOPHER 
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